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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5742

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Hargrove, MCaslin, Hobbs, Schoesler, and Hatfield)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to crime-free rental housing; adding a new section
to chapter 35.21 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW__ SECTI ON.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds t hat | ocal
governnents, |andlords, and tenants working together to provide crine-
free rental housing is beneficial to the public health, safety, and
welfare. The intent of this act is to provide certain requirenents
that a |l ocal government nust follow in adopting a crinme-free renta
housi ng program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A city, town, or county may adopt and inplenent a | ocal
government crine-free rental housing programdesi gned to reduce crine,
drugs, and gangs on rental properties in accordance with this section.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this section, a crine-
free rental housing program nust be voluntary and may i ncl ude:

(a) Landlord training to educate property owners and nmanagers in
the basics of crine prevention on rental prem ses;
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(b) Crinme prevention through environnental design assessnent to
identify crinme hazards and ways to inprove the safety of the prem ses;
or

(c) Commtnents to inplenment and maintain crime-free activities,
such as proper screening of tenants, use of a crinme-free addendumin
rental agreenents, neighborhood education, and maintaining open
communi cation with | aw enforcenent.

(3) Acrinme-free rental housing programmay not:

(a) Prohibit a landlord fromhiring or renting to individuals with
crim nal backgrounds;

(b) Condition a business license or any other prerequirement to
owning or operating rental housing in the city, town, or county on
participation in the program or

(c) Except as provided in subsections (4) and (5) of this section,
charge additional or separate fees to a landlord who does not
participate in the program including fees for providing |aw
enforcenment services to a landlord's rental property.

(4) Acity, town, or county may wai ve all or part of the cost of a
| andl ord' s business license or rental registration fee in exchange for
participation in the programso |long as the fee does not exceed the
greater of the anmpbunt of a standard business license or rental
registration fee in the jurisdiction or seven hundred fifty dollars.

(5 (a) If law enforcenent has investigated crimnal activity on the
rental housing premses of a landlord on three separate occasions
wWithin a three-nonth period and the |andl ord has not nmade a good faith
effort to deter the crimnal activity, the city, town, or county may
require the landlord to do one or both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Participate in a crime-free rental housing program

(ii1) Pay a nonetary penalty set forth in ordinance for any police
call for crimnal activity, not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars per
call, until the crimnal activity is abated.

(b) Agood faith effort may include, but is not limted to:

(i) Service on the tenant of a notice to conply or quit as all owed
by | aw or the commencenent of an unl awful detainer action against the
t enant ;

(1i) Attendance and conpletion of a landlord training program
provided by the city, town, or county;
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(tit) UWUilization of a crine-free addendum for tenants who are
al l eged to have engaged in crimnal activity; or

(tv) Conmmunication with law enforcenment of nethods to prevent
crimnal activity and reasonabl e inplenentation of recommended st eps.

(6) This section does not prevent a city, town, or county from
charging a fee for participation in a crine-free rental housing
program

(7) This section does not affect a city, town, or county's
authority to enforce existing law in regard to rental housing, except
inregard to a crine-free rental housing program

(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Crimnal activity" neans a crimnal act defined by statute or
ordi nance that threatens the health, safety, or welfare of the tenants,
owner, or property manager.

(b) "Prem ses" has the sane neaning as provided i n RCW 59. 18. 030.

(c) "Rental housing” nmeans any tenancy subject to chapter 59.12,
59. 18, or 59.20 RCW

~-- END ---
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